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NEW JERSEY

HURRICANE IRENE

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAMS (CERT)

MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS (MRC)

VOLUNTEERS

INTRODUCTION-

The entire state of New Jersey was impacted by the effects of Hurricane Irene when it made landfall in the southern part of the state, as a category I hurricane, on August 28, 2011.  Governor Christie declared a State of Emergency on August 25, 2011 and voluntary, then mandatory, evacuation efforts commenced almost immediately to help prepare for storm related problems.  Reverse lane / contra flow roadway evacuations facilitated the safe evacuation of approximately 1 million residents from shore area communities.  Flooding, blocked roadways, electrical power outages, sheltering responsibilities, medical assistance requests, and clean up operations placed an extreme burden on the state’s first responder community.
Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT) and Medical Reserve Corps (MRC)volunteers from all across New Jersey answered the call for help and provided valuable support / assistance in all 21 counties.

The following information will provide a statistical overview of the support extended by CERT / MRC volunteers in each of our 21 counties:

ATLANTIC

-
CERT volunteers worked 240 hours supporting 
                                                evacuations and shelter operations
MRC volunteers worked 100 hours supporting shelter  

operations

BERGEN

- 
CERT volunteers worked 6280 hours supporting shelter 

                                                 operations, staffing EOC and call centers and flood  

                                                 response duties.
MRC volunteers worked 60 hours supporting shelter  

 

                        operations.

BURLINGTON
- 
CERT volunteers worked 1800 hours supporting shelter 

                        operations, staffing EOC and call centers and flood 

                        response duties.
                        MRC volunteers worked 1200 hours supporting shelter 

                        operations and addressing medical needs.

CAMDEN
-
CERT volunteers worked 184 hours supporting shelter   

                                               operations, staffing EOC call centers, assisting fire 
                                               department  personnel, and searching for a missing 10 year 
                                                old boy separated from his mother ( located successfully)


MRC volunteers worked 60 hours supporting shelter 

                                                operations

CAPE MAY

- 
CERT volunteers worked 240 hours supporting shelter 

                                                operations and staffing EOC  and call centers.
                                                MRC volunteers worked 50 hours supporting shelter 

                                                operations

CUMBERLAND
-
CERT volunteers worked 500 hours supporting shelter 

                                                Operations
                                                MRC volunteers worked 64 hours supporting shelter 

                                                operations

ESSEX

-          CERT volunteers worked 420 hours supporting shelter 

                                                operations, staffing EOC and call centers and flood cleanup 

                                                operations
GLOUCESTER
-
MRC volunteers worked 60 hours supporting shelter 

                                                operations
HUDSON

-           CERT volunteers worked 210 hours supporting shelter 

                                                 operations and flood response duties




 MRC volunteers worked 192 hours supporting shelter 

                                                 operations

HUNTERDON
-
CERT volunteers worked 840 hours supporting evacuation 

                                                 and shelter operations and flood response duties.




 MRC volunteers worked 144 hours supporting shelter 

operations.
MERCER

-
CERT volunteers worked 320 hours supporting shelter 

operations, staffing EOC and call centers, flood response  

duties and distributing information to victims.
MRC volunteers worked 256 hours supporting shelter 

operations and assisting with the evacuation of a nursing 

home.

MIDDLESEX

-
CERT volunteers worked 397 hours supporting shelter 

operations .
MONMOUTH
-
CERT volunteers worked 9860 hours supporting shelter 

operations, road closure detail, evacuations, staffing EOC  

 and call centers, flood cleanup duties.
 MRC volunteers worked  456 hours supporting shelter 

 operations
MORRIS

-
CERT volunteers worked 1680 hours supporting shelter 

                        operations, staffing EOC and call centers, and flood   

                        response duties
MRC volunteers worked 420 hours supporting shelter operations.

OCEAN

-
CERT volunteers worked 450 hours supporting shelter 

Operations.
MRC volunteers worked 128 hours supporting shelter operations

PASSAIC

-
CERT volunteers worked 11,815 hours supporting shelter 

operations, flood response duties, flood clean up and  

 staffing EOC and call centers.
SALEM

-
CERT volunteers worked 906 hours supporting shelter 

operations, staffing EOC and call centers and distributing  

supplies
SOMERSET

-
CERT volunteers worked 1094 hours supporting shelter 

operations, staffing EOC and call centers, and with flood   

 response duties.
MRC volunteers worked 128 hours supporting medical operations and shelters.
SUSSEX

-
CERT volunteers worked 446 hours supporting shelter  

                                                 operations.
UNION

-
CERT volunteers worked 320 hours supporting shelter  

                                                 operations.



MRC volunteers worked 480 hours supporting shelter 

operations.

WARREN

-
CERT volunteers worked 141 hours supporting shelter 

                                                 operations.
In summary, CERT   &  MRC volunteers worked a total of 41,941 hours supporting emergency response efforts in New Jersey.

Their efforts are best captured by the following words from one of my CERT coordinators:

I would like at this time to say a few words about the actions taken by the Woodbridge CERT Team during the Hurricane of 27 August 2011. I have been in Law Enforcement 20 years and I have never witnessed a finer group of volunteers. They waded in chest deep water with raw sewage, carried handicapped residents to a safe location, acted with general sincerity and caring for those arriving at the shelter. They stood guard over live power lines during the height of the storm to maintain a safe area for residents. They even assisted in pushing emergency vehicles out of deep standing water. They performed every duty assigned to them with a sense of purpose and a vigorous determination always keeping safety at the forefront. Utilizing their training and self confidant demeanor to establish a rapport with various emergency agencies throughout the TWP. During the whole event I saw a group of everyday citizens prove that they can and will dedicate themselves to their community and the residents thereof in any event or emergency, and to do so with courage and a can do attitude that makes me proud to be their leader. A total of 39 members served during the storm out of a total of 46. We are always stand ready to serve the Township and State of New Jersey.

 

Lowell Aube 

Coordinator CERT Woodbridge TWP.   

PROUDLY SUBMITTED,

Howie Butt

NJ State Police

NJ Citizen Corps State Coordinator

609-963-6995
